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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a replay to the application filed on November 1 1/24/03, in which, claims 1- 
27, are pending. Claims 1 , 12, 23 and 27m are independent, and claims 2-1 1 , 13-22, 
25-26 are dependent. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/06/06, have been 
reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Koike et al. 
(USP 6,181,895). 

With respect to claim 1 , Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1) comprising: establishing an inseparable relation between an ornament and 
arrangement information of the ornament in a body part area (to establish a relation 
between human face and an object for further processing and constriction of image, see 
description of fig f, col. 3, lines 35-45); setting a location of the body part area in an 
input image (image input section, which is a camera 101 captures the image and output 
to image cut out section 102, has an image buffer for holding an image of one frame, 
col.3, lines 55-60); setting an arrangement of the ornament so as to fit with the set 
location of the body part area using the arrangement information related to the 
ornament (see description fig 1 , col. 38-50, where a matching process is performed, in 
matching section 106 of fig 1); composing the ornament (recognized object, col.3, lines 
43-46) and the input image to generate an ornament-arranged output image, and 
outputting the ornament-arranged output image (image inputted by input section camera 
101 of fig 1 , and inputted to cut out section 102, a feature point detection section 103 
and to storage section 104 of fig 1, as discussed col.3, lines 45-55). 

With respect to claim 2, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
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fig 1 ), further comprising: setting a size of the body part area in the input image (image 
input section, which is a camera 101 captures the image and output to image cut out 
section 102, has an image buffer for holding an image of one frame, col. 3, lines 55-60); 
and fitting the ornament to the input image in size, based on the set size of the body 
part area (col. 3, lines 54-59). 

With respect to claim 3, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the ornament is treated in a form of an image file (an object captured by 
camera 101 [could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 1 , as image file) and 
the arrangement information of the ornament in the body part area is included in 
attribute information of the image file (col.2, lines 40-45). 

With respect to claim 4, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of image generating 
section, as shown in fig 1), wherein the attribute information is placed in an extended 
region of the image file (col. 6, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 5, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the ornament is treated in a form of an image file and the arrangement 
information of the ornament in the body part area is included in a name of the image file 
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(an object captured by camera 101 [could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 
1 , as image file). 

With respect to claim 6, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the ornament is treated in a form of an image file and the arrangement 
information of the ornament in the body part area is included in another file inseparably 
related to the image file (an object captured by camera 101 [could be an ornament] 
stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, as image file). 

With respect to claim 7, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the arrangement information of the ornament in the body part area 
includes information of an ornament reference point (an object captured by camera 101 
[could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, as image file). 

With respect to claim 8, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the arrangement information of the ornament (an object captured by 
camera 101 [could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, as image file) in the 
body part area includes scaling information defining a relation between the size of the 
body part area and a size of the ornament (image input section, which is a camera 101 
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captures the image and output to image cut out section 102, has an image buffer for 
holding an image of one frame, col. 3, lines 55-60). 



With respect to claim 9, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the body part area is a face area of a person photographic object (image 
input section, which is a camera 101 captures the image and output to image cut out 
section 102, has an image buffer for holding an image of one frame, col.3, lines 55-60). 

With respect to claim 10, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the ornament reference point is one of an upper left corner point, an 
upper side middle point, an upper right corner point, a left side middle point, a central 
point, a center of gravity, a right side middle point, a lower left corner point, a lower side 
middle point, and a lower right corner point (see the description of fig 1, at col.4, lines 
20-30) 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the ornament is at least one of an image expressing personal feelings 
and an image expressing personal belongings (as the prior art applicable to recognition 
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object and human faces, it express personal feelings an image expressing personal 
belongings, col. 3, lines 43-46). 

With respect to claim 12, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1) comprising: storing a frame image having a frame to compose a body part area, 
(image storage 104 of fig 1, readout image stored therein and output it, col.4, lines 35- 
39), setting a location of and a size of the body part area in an input image (image input 
section, which is a camera 101 captures the image and output to image cut out section 
102, has an image buffer for holding an image of one frame, col. 3, lines 55-60); and 
outputting a composite image obtained by composing an image of the body part area 
and the frame of the frame image, (recognized object, col. 3, lines 43-46, image inputted 
by input section camera 101 of fig 1, and inputted to cut out section 102, a feature point 
detection section 103 and to storage section 104 of fig 1 , as discussed col. 3, lines 45- 
55). 

With respect to claim 13, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), further comprising fitting the location and the size-set image of the body part area 
to the frame in size (image inputted by input section camera 101 of fig 1, and inputted to 
cut out section 102, a feature point detection section 103 to detect size and to storage 
section 104 of fig 1, as discussed col. 3, lines 45-55). 
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With respect to claim 14, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the frame image is treated in a form of an image file and arrangement 
information of the frame in the frame image is included in attribute information of the 
image file (image inputted by input section camera 101 of fig 1, and inputted to cut out 
section 102, a feature point detection section 103 and to storage section 104 of fig 1, as 
discussed col.3,'lines 45-55). 

With respect to claim 15, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1), wherein the attribute information is placed in an extended region of the image file, 
(see description fig 1 ). 

With respect to claim 16, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the frame image is treated in a form of an image file (image storage 
section 104 of fig 1 , contain a library as a form of image file, col. 3, lines 50-55), and 
arrangement information of the frame in the frame image is included in a file name of 
the image file (it is inherent to include a file name for the image stored in a storage, 104 
of fig 1, col.3, lines 60-65). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 8,687 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

With respect to claim 17, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the frame image is treated in a form of an image file (image storage 
section 104 of fig 1 , contain a library as a form of image file, col.3, lines 50-55), and 
arrangement information of the frame is included in another file inseparably related to 
the image file (output section 102 of fig 1, has an image buffer for holding an image of 
one frame, which is related to image file, col.3, lines 60-65). 

With respect to claim 18, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein arrangement information of the frame in the frame image includes 
information of a frame reference point, (image storage section 104 of fig 1, contain a 
library as a form of image file, which used for reference col.3, lines 50-55). 

With respect to claim 19, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ) wherein arrangement information of the frame in the frame image includes 
magnification information defining a relation between the size of the body part area and 
a size of the frame (an object captured by camera 101 [could be an ornament] stored in 
a storage 1 04 of fig 1 , as image file). 
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With respect to claim 20, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1), wherein the body part area is a face area of a person photographic object (an 
object captured by camera 101 [could be an ornament or a picture of human faces] 
stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, as image file). 

With respect to claim 21, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the frame reference point is one of an upper left corner point, an upper 
side middle point, an upper right comer point, a left side middle point, a central point, a 
center of gravity, a right side middle point, a lower left comer point, a lower side middle 
point, and a lower right comer point (see the description of fig 1 , at col.4, lines 20-30). 

With respect to claim 22, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the frame image is at least one of an image expressing personal feelings 
and an image expressing personal belongings (an object captured by camera 101 
[could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, as image file)- 

With respect to claim 23, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1) comprising: an image storing unit (storage 104 of fig 1 , for storing image inputted 
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by input section 101 of fig 1) operable to store an input image (col.4, lines 10-15); a 
template storing unit (cut out section has an image buffer for storing image data of one 
frame) operable to store at least one template of a body part area (col. 3 lines 60-54); a 
detecting unit (the feature point detection section 103, serves to detect item such that 
eye, face etc., col.4, lines 1-15) operable to detect a location of and a size of the body 
part area out of the input image stored in said image storing unit (image storage unit 
104 of fig 1), said detecting unit (detecting unit 103 detect col.4, lines 1-5) using the at 
least one template of the body part area stored in said template storing unit (104 of fig 
1 ); an ornament information storing unit (storage 104 of fig 1 , serves storing object or 
an image taken by image capture unit 101 of fig 1 ) operable to store ornament 
information of an ornament having a reference point (an object captured by camera 101 
[could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, as image file col.4, lines 1-10); 
and an image composition unit (106 of fig 1, col. 38-50, where the composing process is 
performed, in matching section 106 of fig 1) operable to scale the ornament in 
accordance with the size of the body part area detected by said detecting unit, (see 
description fig 1, col.38-50, where a matching process is performed, in matching section 
106 of fig 10) said image composition unit (106 of fig 1) operable to locate a reference 
point of the scaled ornament so as to fit with a position of the body part area detected 
by said detecting unit, (object data detection section 109 of fig 1) and said image 
composition unit (matching section 106 of fig 1) further operable to compose the scaled 
ornament and the input image stored in said image storing unit (a matching region cut 
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out of the thus transformed image data stored in image storage 133 of fig 18, col. 13, 
lines 60-65). 

With respect to claim 24, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1 ), wherein the body part area is a face area of a person photographic object (an 
object captured by camera 101 [could be an ornament] stored in a storage 104 of fig 1, 
as image file col.4, lines 1-10). 

With respect to claim 25, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the processed constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1), wherein the ornament reference point is one of an upper left corner point, an 
upper side middle point, an upper right corner point, a left side middle point, a central 
point, a center of gravity, a right side middle point, a lower left corner point, a lower side 
middle point, and a lower right corner point (see the description of fig 1 , at col.4, lines 
20-30). 

With respect to claim 26, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1), wherein the ornament is at least one of an image expressing personal feelings 
and an image expressing personal belongings (as the prior art applicable to recognition 
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object and human faces, it express personal feelings an image expressing personal 
belongings, col. 3, lines 43-46). 

With respect to claim 27, Koike et al., teaches an image processing method (a 
factional block diagram illustrating the process and constriction of system, as shown in 
fig 1) comprising: an image storing unit (storage 104 of fig 1 , stores the predetermined 
feature items such as -col.4, lines 1-15) operable to store an input image (image 
inputted from image input section 101, which is a camera, see description of fig 1, col.4, 
line 1-5); a template storing unit (region cut-out section 102 of fig 1, has an image buffer 
for holding of an image of one frame, col. 3, lines 55-60) operable to store at least one 
template of a face part area (col.4, lines 1-5); a detecting unit (feature detecting unit 103 
of fig 1 , serves to detect predetermined feature points such as facial such as, eye, 
mouth from facial image, col.4, line 1-15) operable to detect a location of and a size of a 
face part out of the input image stored in said image storing unit, (storage 104 of fig 1) 
said detecting unit (feature point detection unit 103 of fig 1 ) using the at least one 
template of the face part area stored in said template storing unit (region cut-out section 
102 of fig 1 , has an image buffer for holding of an image of one frame, col.3, lines 55- 
60); a frame image storing unit (region cut-out section 102 of fig 1, has an image buffer 
for holding of an image of one frame, col.3, lines 53-59) operable to store a frame image 
having a frame into which an image of the face part is to be inserted, and an image 
composition unit operable to scale the image of the face part detected by said detecting 
unit (103 of fig 1) in accordance with a size of the frame, and said image composition 
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unit (matching section 106 of fig 1 ) further operable to output a composite image after 
inserting the image of the face part detected by said detecting unit (detecting section 
1 03 of fig 1 ) into the frame of the frame image (image storage 1 04 of fig 1 , readout 
image stored therein and output it, col.4, lines 35-39). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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